How to Create a Story Tree

By Deborah Bruss 

· A class can decorate one tree. Or smaller groups of students can decorate different trees.

· Find a Tree: It can be an evergreen or leaf less branches, full size or tabletop, real or artificial.  

· Choose a book, or have the students choose a favorite. The story does not have to be a holiday story.  

· Explain to the students that they are the artists and the tree is their “canvass.”  

· Brainstorm. If the students need some help, ask them questions:  Who are the characters? Where does the story take place? What is the theme? Are there words that are special to the story? Are there colors special to the illustrations?  

· Give the students lots of materials, including pipe cleaners, string, magazines and old greeting cards, florist wire, etc.. 

· Let them create!   

